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“Peace is built on the welfare of people. The Middle East cannot afford to lose its youth; the future 
  stability and prosperity of the region rests on them….”

  —Martti Ahtisaari, former President of Finland and 2008 Nobel Peace Prize laureate

“This book is a key for understanding the challenges facing young people in the Middle East: what holds 
  them back, what makes them thrive….”

  —Rania Al Abdullah, Queen of Jordan
 

 
Representing the largest birth cohort in the history of the Middle East, 
the young men and women born between 1980 and 1995 are now 
coming of age and entering adulthood. Generation in Waiting 
portrays their plights. In recent years, the Middle East has come to be 
defined by a series of dichotomies: democracy versus authoritarianism; 
Islam versus secularism; and economically successful versus stagnant. 
No matter what the fault lines, they all share a generational 
dimension. Generation in Waiting argues that it is the young who are 
pressing against existing economic, political and religious institutions, 
and forging new ones. Bringing together perspectives from the 
Maghreb to the Levant, this book addresses the material struggles of 
young people. It presents policy implications and sets an agenda for 
inclusive development to create a more hopeful future for this and 
future generations.
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